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W Magazine gives you the latest 
news, the Superstars and all the 
action, up-close and personal, 
just how you fans have always 
demanded it. 





ipii 
(1-866-993- 
OR ORDER ONLINE AT: 


http://www.wweshopzone.com 


Get a full year (13 issues) of 
either {ў or Magazine 
for only $21.97", that's 
66% off the newsstand price! 








Magazine takes you behind 
the scenes to get to know the 
people behind the personalities, 
lets you in on the real scoop, plus 
brings you our sizzling WWE Divas. 


Get a full year of both 


W. and Magazine for only 
$34.97"! That's 73% off the 
newsstand price for 26 issues! 
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The "most electrifying man in sports- 
entertainment" was Vince McMahon's No. 1 
draft choice when the organization split 
into dueling brands. McMahon had little 
fondness for The Rock personally; however, 
this Superstar's accomplishments can't be 
denied: six reigns as WWE Champion, two 
separate runs as Intercontinental titlist and 
WCW Champion, and four stints holding 
the Tag Team crown. Outside the ring, 
The Rock is one of the most recognizable 
personalities in the world, and starred in 
the blockbuster film The Scorpion King. He 
is presently at work on his next feature 
film, but even his hectic Hollywood schedule 
can't keep him from competing in a WWE 
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— Uh "тт A business genius who transformed pro wrestling into 
ШШ 7 ит. a billion-dollar industry, Vince McMahon's ego has come 
ў Py ILU Li] “ + perilously close to destroying all he’s labored so hard for. 
У й ut Li ЖЫЛУ 8 Never content to remain in the boardroom, the WWE 
eg ww em owner has actually climbed into the ring, bloodying his 
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antagonists and briefly winning the WWE title in "99. 
In the months since WWE splintered into two brands, 
the third-generation grappling impresario has 
kept a low profile. But longtime observers are 
well aware that Mr. McMahon is always 
lurking in the shadows, ready to rear his 

head and wreak havoc again. 
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Few people can say that they once got the best of 
Vince McMahon, but Eric Bischoff is one. As the former 
top man in the old WCW, Bischoff helped revolution- 
ize sports-entertainment and came close to single- 
— handedly putting WWE out of business. WWE 
з, Would eventually emerge victorious from 
"T , Ў һе “Monday Night Wars” and purchase 
| WCW. But Bischoff’s tactics made an 
impression on Vince. His “ruthless aggres- 
í sion” made him Vince’s choice to serve 
| Vas General Manager of Raw. 














Stephanie McMahon has experienced many changes 
| x i P in her life since her first appearance on WWE tele- 
©. >, vision. But through it all, she’s always come 

^ out stronger. No longer the manipulative 

bride of Triple H, Stephanie has begun a 

whole new chapter in her controversial 

career. She is now General Manager 

of SmackDown!, waging war on a 

\ weekly basis with Raw GM Eric 
1 Bischoff in an attempt to make 
u sure her show is the best in 
sports-entertainment. 
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A true immortal of the mat, Hollywood 
Hulk Hogan reconnected with fans at 
WrestleMania X8, during an epic battle 
with The Rock. Despite the adulation 
enjoyed by the “People’s Champion,” 
Hogan was wildly cheered for every move 
he executed. Fans explained their zeal for 
the returning icon by listing his immense 
contributions to the sport of kings. 
Hogan—the lightning rod of this organi- 
zation as it defined the parameters of an 
infant medium called pay-per-view in the 
1980s—has now reconciled with those 
who cheered him two decades ago, as 
well as reaching a new generation of 
young people recently converted to 
Hulkamania. 
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A torn quadriceps muscle knocked Triple Н 
out of action for eight months during 2001, 
leaving very few believing he would ever 
return to the ring, let alone surpass his pre- 
vious success. But the man known as the 
“Cerebral Assassin” silenced the naysayers by 
returning in peak physical shape and com- 
peting even more aggressively than before. 
At WrestleMania X8 in Toronto, he captured 
the WWE Undisputed Championship from 
Chris Jericho and showed the world why he 
is still “The Game.” Although the fans were 
ecstatic by his victory, they later soured on 
him following his barbaric parking lot 
assault on his former best friend Shawn 
Michaels. But it was “The Game” who had 
the last laugh when Eric Bischoff crowned 
him Raws first World Heavyweight Champion. 
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It's been more than a decade of destruc- 
tion since Undertaker first entered WWE. 
In that time, the self-professed “American 
Bad Ass” has become one of the legends 
of sports-entertainment, a name that will 
command as much awe in a generation 
as it does today. Originally known as the 
“Man from the Dark Side,” Undertaker 
won his first WWE Championship in 1991. 
Eleven years later, the future Hall of Famer 
snared the title again by toppling the 
same opponent, the Immortal Hollywood 
Hulk Hogan. In 2003, all eyes will be on 
Seattle at WrestleMania XIX to see if the 
Deadman can make it a record 11-0 in 
his historic run at the crown jewel of 
sports-entertainment. 
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Perhaps the greatest pure athlete currently 
on the WWE roster, Brock Lesnar was a super- 
star before he ever went pro, establishing 
himself as the best collegiate wrestler in the 
United States by winning the NCAA heavy- 
weight championship in 2000. For almost 
two years, he vigorously trained, waiting for 
his moment to make his mark here. Along 
the way, the powerhouse was discovered by 
agent Paul Heyman—an “evil genius" still 
bitter about having his Extreme Champion- 
ship Wrestling (ECW) promotion put out of 
business. Heyman vowed that Lesnar would 
become "The Next Big Thing," and was 
proven correct when Lesnar sidelined icon 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan, and dethroned 
The Rock for the WWE Championship at 
SummerSlam ‘02. 
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When you think of the true legends of 
sports-entertainment, you think of Ric 
Flair. One of the greatest World Cham- 
pions of all time, and along with Holly- 
wood Hulk Hogan, one of the two 
biggest Superstars of the past 20 years, 
Flair has carved a legacy for 

himself thàt will never be 

surpassed. After a 10-year 

absence, he’s back in 

WWE. Known as “The 

a Dirtiest Player in the 

Game,” Flair is teaching 

a new generation of 

Superstars exactly 

х. why he is "The 


For more than a century, wrestling fans had 
„debated over which promotion boasted the 


—w. true World Champion. On December 9, 
“у 2001 at Vengeance, Chris Jericho 
brought the argument to an 

end when he became the first 
Superstar to unify the World 
Championship titles of both 

WWE and WCW. Although 

Triple H won the crown at 
WrestleMania X8, jericho 

remains a perennial con- 

tender and—because 

of his history-making 

accomplishment— 

one of the 

greatest of 


ll-time. 
N all-time. 
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Kurt Angle first seized the attention of the 
world when he captured Olympic gold in 1996. 
But when he announced his intentions to 
battle in a WWE ring, some were dubious. 
After all, success in one venue doesn't always 
translate to glory in the highly competitive 
world of WWE. Before his rookie year was 4 
completed, though, Angle had exceeded 
all expectations. The man is a natural, 
and has held the World, Intercontinental, 
European and Hardcore Championships, 
among other honors. Never one for 
humility, Angle enjoys laundry- 
listing his numerous past achieve- 
ments, although there is one 
that he would rather forget— 
being scalped by Edge at 
Judgment Day...\t’s true! 
It's true! 
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A 23-month reign as ECW Television Champion 
earned Rob Van Dam the nicknames "The 
Whole Dam Show," "Mr. Pay-Per-View" and 
"Mr. Monday Night." But when the brightest 
star from ECW joined WWE's roster last year, 
many fans worried that RVD might get lost 
among the other Superstars. Fortunately, 
that wasn't the case, as fans quickly 
embraced RVD’s unbridled energy. 
Proof of this came at WrestleMania X8, 
when RVD captured the Interconti- 
nental Championship from William 
Regal. Not content with that title, 
RVD has set his sights on the 
Heavyweight Championship. With 
his unique athleticism, RVD has 
yet to find a risk he won't take 
in order to better entertain his 
legions of loyal followers. 
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Very quietly, this "man-monster" became an 
institution in WWE. Since his debut in 1997 at 
In Your House: Badd Blood, Kane has steadily 
defeated all of the biggest Superstars to pass 
through the organization. From his classic 
.. WrestleMania rivalry with Pete Rose to the 
ША, love/hate relationship with his brother 
à Undertaker, Kane has had countless 
b. classic moments. One of the high- 
À light of his career came at the 1998 
EA King of the Ring, when he defeated 
Stone Cold Steve Austin in a First 
Blood match to win the World 
Championship. Now sporting a 
Jj new look and a more outgoing 
$ attitude, Kane is still burning 
through the competition and 
biding his time until he 
BA once again reigns supreme. 
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Despite his rock-star looks and easy-going smile, 
Edge is one of the most daring performers 
ever to step through the ropes. A 
seasoned veteran of ladder matches 
and hardcore battles, he seems 

to gain strength as the action 

becomes more vicious. With his 

brother Christian, Edge was a 
seven-time Tag Team Cham- 
pion. But when the siblings’ 
relationship disintegrated, Edge 
struck out on his own, realizing 
his potential as a singles Super- 
star. On four separate occa- 
sions, he’s won the Inter- 
continental crown. Today, 
his ultimate goal is adding 
some “edge” to the WWE 
Championship. 








With his sometimes tag-team partner, 
Goldust, admiring him from the corner, 
Booker T enjoys cheerleading for himself. 
But that’s not self-flattery, his skill in the ring 
and the fans’ cheers give him a lot to cele- 
brate. When an opponent is on the mat, 
Booker often takes a break from the match 
to get down on the canvas and execute 
a break-dancing move called the “Spin- 
a-Roony”—to enthusiastic approval. He 
reminds himself of his five WCW World titles 
by holding up five fingers in the ring and 
glaring at them. Since entering WWE, he’s 
held the Tag Team Championship and has 
been consistently listed as a top contender 
for the Heavyweight title—achievements 
he’s happy to underscore with his catch 
phrase, “Can you dig it, sucka?!” 


t 


PARIT 


№ 


| 


M. UL PRIMI 


Ё 


Аа фун 





The son of wrestling legend Dusty Rhodes, 


Goldust has made his own way in the sport 
of kings—on his own terms. On the surface, 
the androgynous performer is a self-absorbed 
eccentric who seems to confuse movies 
with reality. Underneath, Goldust is a crafty 
and knowledgeable athlete who has held 
the Intercontinental Championship and van- 
quished opponents with his “mind games.” 
After a lengthy absence, he returned to 
WWE for the 2002 Royal Rumble, quickly 
captured the Hardcore title, and began 
causing the type of disruption old foes know 
all too well. Most recently, he and Booker T 
formed a tentative—and sometimes bewil- 
dering—partnership, and have represented 
the U.S.A. in emotional battles against the 
Un-Americans. 
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The Canadian Crippler has finally 
returned after a long stay on the dis- 
abled list, following neck surgery. A 
former Intercontinental and Tag Team 
Champion in WWE, as well as a WCW 
World titlist, he continues to punish 


« ДЕЕ 2 ДІ his opponents with the excruciating 

geen Nine П] Crippler Crossface, and torture adver- 

"^! saries alongside frequent tag-team 

{ * nos partner Eddie Guerrero. A student of 
wn. 


im mat history as well as combat 

% disciplines of various cultures, 
Benoit is the Superstar 
many predict will rule the 
A sport for much of the 
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From his earliest years, Eddie Guerrero 
was trained for prominence in the ring. 
Now, the son of Mexican great Gory 
Guerrero, brother of former star Chavo, 
and uncle of fellow WWE Superstar 
Chavo, Jr., is poised to realize that 
goal. Long considered one of the best 
technical wrestlers in the industry, 
Guerrero is back in WWE 
after a lengthy sabbatical. 
He claims that he’s 
learned to harness 
his anger and use 
it to inflict even 
greater damage 
on his rivals. 
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She entered WWE as a blonde bombshell whose 
mere presence sent male hearts fluttering 
with "Stratusfaction." A notorious affair with 
company owner Vince McMahon did little to 
help her reputation. But the former fitness 
model revealed a different side of her person- 
ality at WrestleMania X-7, when she turned 
against the mogul and began focusing on 
her in-ring performance. As a result, she 

has enjoyed several runs as Women's d 
Champion—and sizzled on the 4 

cover of the much-heralded @ 

W Divas 2002 special- 

edition magazine, as 

well as being crowned 

Internet Babe of 

the Year 2001 in 

an online poll at 

WWEDivas.com. 


Molly Holly arrived in WWE a naive country 
girl, supporting her cousins Hardcore and 
Crash Holly in their various battles. Shortly 
thereafter, she abandoned her kin to pursue 

a wholesome romance with Spike Dudley, 4 
but later ditched him for The Hurricane. 4 
Then, at WrestleMania X8 she turned 

on him as well, defeating the super- 

hero for his Hardcore title, and 

devoting herself to more brutal @ 
competition. Lately, she’s 

been brawling with Trish 

Stratus, while schooling 

ring newcomer Victoria 

in both competition 

and the proper 

deportment for 

virtuous young 

women. 
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Perhaps no WWE Diva has gained as | 
\ fanatical a following as quickly as this 
і beautiful blonde, who drives male 
fans wild with her short skirts and 
| long legs. Ambitious and bright, - 
-Keibler vowed to get to the top of 
| the industry upon her arrival here— 
, even managing to secure a position | 
\ as Mr. McMahon's executive assis- · 
‚ tant. When his daughter Stephanie | 
became General Manager of | 
SmackDown!, Stacy pretended — 
to be a loyal employee, before - 
, double-crossing the “Billion- 
Dollar Princess” and jumping 
| LP to Eric Bischoff's Raw. 

















This fiery redhead first established herself 
by dazzling foes with such spectacular 
maneuvers as the moonsault, hurracan- 
rana and her patented move the Lita- 
canrana. The sultry Diva also embarked on 
a well-publicized—but sometimes rocky— 
romance with Matt Hardy. Competing in 
mixed tag team matches with Matt and 
his brother Jeff, Lita gained the respect 
of both male and female Superstars. 


| And, although this former Women's 


Champion recently suffered a broken 
neck, even her foes concede that she 
possesses the intestinal fortitude to bounce 
back and dominate the Women’s Division 
for the next several years. 
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Although the Hardy Boyz are arguably 
one of the greatest tag teams in WWE 
history, things have not always been easy 
for these eXtreme brothers. When life 
dealt them some unfortunate breaks, 
the relationship between Matt and 
Jeff became volatile, leading to a one- 
on-one confrontation. After some 
much-needed time off, the duo 
returned fully re-energized. But 
tired of Jeff's reign in the spot- 
light, Matt broke away from 
À his brother, deciding to head 
in his own direction on 
SmackDown! and showing 
some new "Mattitude." 
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After a career of dominating and inno- 
vating on the tag team scene, D-Von 
Dudley found himself at a career cross- 
roads, having been separated from his 
brother Bubba Ray who was now on 
Raw. But after all his previous in-ring 
success, D-Von believes he has learned 
enough to be a one-man wrecking crew. 
Challenged by Mr. McMahon to reach 
his true potential, D-Von donned the 
white collar and began preaching about 
the virtues of the WWE owner, as well 
as passing around a plate for his 
“building fund.” D-Von promises to 
make as many Superstars as he can 
learn the meaning of “Testify!” 














vá 
Canadians have long held a proud tradition in the history of the mat 
wars, both in their native country and in the United States. However, 
PR й; this threesome has decided rather than foster inter- | 
—— P national cooperation that they would foment 
“4 =A $ disharmony. To that end, Christian, Test and 
Д үөү а 7 y f Lance Storm have found common cause in 1 


Lo = Р" making disparaging comments about the 
к et " ~~ U.S.A., its citizens and its Superstars. Their 
а ILI j politicizing has found disfavor among most É 
ДР J hm of the roster. Of late, the group's VE x К) 
internal bickering seems to 2 D 
im have caused a melt- р 
Y down, as they each — 
EG. seem to be striking out 
E on their own. 
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William Regal began his career as a carnival 
wrestler in England. He later toured most of 
Europe before being sent to America as a 
goodwill ambassador. While competing ee 
for WCW, Regal showcased his tech- ee 

nical prowess and unorthodox 

style to American audiences and, 

eventually found his way to/ 

WWE, It didn't take him long to 

ingratiate himself to the right 

parties and earn a position as, 

Commissioner. Later, Regal 

began using his power 

of the punch—a well- 

hidden pair of brass 

knuckles—to help win 

matches. | 
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The fans scoffed when Billy & Chuck 






first appeared in matching headbands 
and trunks, admiring each other’s pecs 
and thighs, and gushing about the 
male form. But these two experienced 
athletes quickly proved that they were 
more than calendar boys. They received 
international attention when, as a 
SmackDown! publicity stunt, they were 
part of an in-ring commitment ceremony. 
The duo remains happily single and 
have been instruments of SmackDown! 
General Manager Stephanie McMahon's 
revenge on Raw General Manager Eric 
Bischoff, and are serious contenders for 
the WWE Tag Team Championship. 





105 hard to come up with a duo who burst 
onto the scene as dramatically as Rosey 
& Jamal. Recruited by Eric Bischoff to be 
a part of Raw, they first appeared in WWE 
in July 2002, and swiftly began doing 
Bischoff's violent dirty work. Even before 


they were ever in a match, they had 
attacked a list which read like a 
Who's Who of the WWE roster. 
Although their long-term inten- 

tions are unclear, it’s a safe 

ijj bet that with their treach- 
| erous manger Rico in their 
comer, the World Tag Team 
titles may be just three 
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Rikishi is known as much for his dance 
moves as his triumphs in the ring. Ask 
his opponents, though, and they'll talk 
about the anguish of falling victim to the 
bulky Samoan's power moves and thrust 
kicks. The nephew of the legendary Wild 
Samoans (Afa and Sika), Rikishi has 
been wrestling his entire life. In 
WWE, he has captivated fans 
with his playful personality, 
compulsion to gyrate (о „4 
a beat, and with his 
in-ring originality— 
and his patented 
move, the 
Stink Face. 






























Chris Nowinski holds a degree from Harvard, 
and is not above letting everyone know it. 


But Nowinski is not proud of the fact that 2 al "Bü. 
he lost to Maven for the inaugural VJ. E А 




























Tough Enough Championship. Despite 
that loss, he became more determined 
than ever to be a Superstar. WWE 
officials were forced to take notice of 
the brainy, athletic Nowinski when, 
during an episode of Raw, the former 
Crimson football player jumped from 
the crowd and slipped a pair of brass 
knuckles to William Regal. Soon the 
Brit assumed the role of Nowinski's 
unofficial WWE mentor and tag team 
partner, delivering pep talks and 
slapping around the Ivy Leaguer y 
when he seemed distracted by 
other issues. 
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He's one of the most charismatic showmen ever to grace a WWE ring. He 
was WWE's most resilient champion, and pound-for-pound, he may have 
been the company's toughest. If a back injury hadn't cut short Shawn 
Michaels’ in-ring career, there’s no telling what the Heartbreak Kid would 
have achieved. As it was, he accomplished more than anyone at 

the time: He was the first Grand Slam Champion 

(the only competitor to hold every title WWE 

| “М V had to offer then). He was planning to 
Lal remain in retirement when his former 

best friend Triple H attacked him in 

f a horrifying parking lot mauling. 
"i Their subsequent unsanctioned 
brawl at SummerSlam ‘02 was 

a classic—with a bloody 
Michaels unexpectedly 
pulling out the win. 











Whether dominating in the ring or stirring up 
controversy behind the scenes, Kevin Nash looms 
as one of the most influential personalities 

Bim. in sports-entertainment. He would first 
‚ seize attention as Diesel, bodyguard 
bh to Shawn Michaels; later he would 
capture the WWE Championship 
from HBK. After holding the title 
for a year, he jumped ship to 
WCW, and became a founding 
member of the nWo. Shortly 
before WrestleMania X8, Nash 
and the nWo stormed into 
WWE. Although the unit dis- 
banded and Nash was side- 
lined by injury shortly there- 
after, he plans to continue 
shocking fans with more 
surprises. 








Bubba Ray Dudley shot to fame as one-half of 
one of the most successful tag teams in WWE 
history, the Dudley Boyz. He and D-Von are the 
only tag team ever to hold the tag team titles 
in WWE, WCW and ECW, for an astounding 
15-time Tag Team Championship victories. 
Since being separated from his brother in 
the draft—D-Von's on $mackDown!, Bubba's „~ 
on Raw—this dominant Dudley P 
formed an unlikely alliance with 

Trish. What makes Bubba most 

dangerous is his callousness i 

and the euphoric pleasure he 

receives from putting people “ 

through tables. As long as 

there is a plentiful supply of 

wood nearby, not much can “ү 

stop Bubba from tearing 

through the competition. Y 
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The runt of the litter in the Dudley clan, Spike ^s 
came to WWE to assist his older brothers, y 
Bubba Ray and D-Von, often recklessly using 
his slight form to catapult himself into oppo- 
nents. But the family had a falling out over 
Spike’s decision to date pretty Molly Holly— 

a member of the rival Holly family. Giving in 
to romance, Spike sustained numerous beat- 
ings from both his siblings and Molly’s family, 
until eventually suffering a broken heart 
when Molly partnered with The Hurricane. 
Always resilient, Spike has since bounced 
back and continues to battle rivals much 
larger than himself, including valiantly 
taking on Undertaker. He has enjoyed 

a brief partnership with the seven- 
foot-plus Big Show, and is now 
teaming up with his big brother 

Bubba Ray on Raw. 



































Height: 51 


| 
Lo o From: Live Dak 











While never a full-time competitor, Terri has certainly 
had her share of in-ring glory, having successfully 
managed numerous Superstars to victory and at one 
time capturing the Hardcore Championship. Not above 
brawling with other Divas, Terri has had several rival- 
ries, including clashes with Trish Stratus and Stacy 
Keibler. But this beautiful Diva would much rather 
show her skill in a bikini match than a donnybrook. 
Today, Terri's sex appeal has landed her a spot as a 
behind-the-scenes interviewer on Raw. 





Who says seductive charms won't get you places? 
When Dawn Marie first appeared in WWE, she was a 
екени - њо" paralegal, charged with delivering some official papers 

У j to owner Vince McMahon. Using her powers of per- 
suasion—aided by a blouse that appeared to have a 
couple of buttons missing—Dawn Marie insinuated 
herself into Mr. McMahon's office. But when Stephanie 
McMahon became General Manager of SmackDown!, 
the Jersey native became a useful ally against Eric 
Bischoff's Raw. Recently, she has been testing her 
mettle against Torrie Wilson in in-ring bikini bouts. 
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Jacqueline is one of the strongest, most athletic 
women on the roster. In fact, her attributes rival 
those of many male Superstars. On numerous 
occasions, the feisty Diva has been known 
to mix it up in the ring with WWE's male 
competitors. This former Women's 
À Champion is well regarded for her 

versatility; she’s also served as a 
` trainer on the first season of (? 
Tough Enough and is a licensed 
referee. 














00 е e 












Ap | 
[| 
П E И | a 
опаш 
DL € | 
| Weight: гзе Ibs v] - 
From: Tyler. IX ] 


E A. 
Wi 


Alongside Faarooq, Bradshaw is a co-founder 
of the APA. The two could often be found 
backstage playing cards, smoking cigars and 
drinking beer. Whether competing alone or 
as part of a tag team, Bradshaw has made 
a name for himself by doing what has 
always come naturally to him—brawling. 
While he and Faarooq closed the 
APA after being drafted to Raw 
and SmackDownl, respectively, the % 
double-tough Texan only sees the, 
bright side of things. Even though: 
he and his friend can no longer 
spend the night drinking and 
gambling together, they 
can now kick double the 
amount of ass on two 
separate shows. 
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All his life, Big Show was challenged by those 
hoping to build a reputation by cutting down 
aman who can be legitimately characterized 
as a giant. Almost always, Big Show sent 
his antagonists home in broken pieces. 
After winning the WCW World title 

from Ric Flair, the behemoth 

entered WWE and shocked the 

wrestling universe by snaring 

the WWE Championship at 
the 1999 Survivor Series. 
Since then, he’s terrorized 
a number of celebrated 
combatants, and loomed 
in the minds of wrestling 
fans as the largest Super- 
star ever to wear the 
gold. 
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When Mark Henry proclaims himself the 
"World's Strongest Man," he is speaking the 
unequivocal truth. In 2002, the two-time 
Olympic powerlifter took first place at 

the Arnold Strongman Challenge, 
"^ а competition tied in with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger's 
annual Arnold Fitness Week- 
end. In addition to dead- 
lifting 885 Ibs., Henry 
clean and jerked the 
Apollon’s Wheel, and 
pushed a Hummer. 
Henry is now back 
in WWE and looks 
forward to assum- 
ing an equivalent 
position in the 
ring. 
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From: Chicago, IL 


D'Lo Brown is considered one of the 
most technically gifted competitors in 
WWE. His Lo Down finishing maneuver, 
a version of the Frog Splash, is a top-rope 
aerial weapon that is truly awe-inspiring. 
Brown began his career in WWE as a 
bodyguard, but his individual abilities 
couldn't be repressed, and he was soon 
a formidable contender for virtually 
every WWE title. This certified public 
accountant, who graduated from the 
University of Maine, is highly respected 
by his peers who know that—despite 
the oddsmakers' predictions—D'Lo is 
capable of conquering just about any 
of them on any given night. 
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Fueled by ruthless aggression and the 
desire to make a name for himself in 
the sport of kings, John Cena burst onto 
the WWE scene on the June 27, 2002, 
SmackDown! by challenging Kurt Angle 
to an impromptu match. After coming 
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within inches of defeating the American CPP 
Hero, Cena was congratulated by А | 
several impressed Superstars, most А a 
notably Undertaker. He's since scored à 


wins over several established names, Ф 
including former WWE Undisputed 46 
Champion Chris Jericho, and is Á 
touted as a future mat great. 
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One of the most promising young Superstars 
on the roster is third-generation mat competitor 
Randy Orton. The son of legendary Cowboy 
Bob Orton and grandson of Bob Orton, Sr., 
the 22-yéar-old Orton is considered one of 
the top pure athletes to join WWE in years. 
His natural athleticism, combined with the Ø 
ring savvy inherited from his father and „Ф 
grandfather, makes him a sure-fire д 

pick for years of success in WWE, _ 

Orton earned his spot on the 4 
SmackDown! roster by win- 28 
ning a tryout match set up ££ 
by Mr. McMahon against 
the double-tough veteran 
Hardcore Holly. He 
recently surprised every- 
one by defecting to Eric 
Bischoff's Raw program. 
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about the virtues of WWE owner Vince 
McMahon and passing around a collection 
box for his “building fund,” both fans and 
Superstars were cynical. Some even 
threatened to run off with the ques- 
tionably appropriated funds. But 

those thoughts came to an 
abrupt halt when Brother 
D-Von appointed the six- 
foot-five Batista to guard 
his treasury. After a while, 
however, a schism 
formed in the duo’s 
ministry, and Batista 
chose to follow his own 
master by jumping to 
Raw. 
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From the streets of Bensonhurst to the 
rings of WWE, Johnny Stamboli is a man 
on a mission, looking to “make his bones” 
in the world of sports-entertainment. 
He's no stranger to busting up the com- 
> petition, and has just the kind of killer 

В instinct required to climb the ladder 

b. in WWE. While he spent a short time 

“=. in WCW as part of the wise guy 

tag team The Mamalukes, he is a 

relative newcomer to the sport, 

of kings, and is only now truly 

breaking out on his own. Fans 

9 can be sure there will be quite a 

! F few Superstars sleeping with the 
S 












` fishes in the months to come, 
‘4 courtesy of Stamboli. 
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Some people believe that The Hurricane 
has a problem distinguishing reality from 
the fantasy world of his comic-book filled 
childhood. However, when this youthful 
competitor describes himself as a super- 
hero, he’s not entirely deluded. An 
extremely gifted athlete, The Hurricane is 
capable of fleet-footed ring maneuvers 
and aerial assaults ordinary mortals 
couldn’t execute. Having made his 
mark in WWE's Cruiserweight Division 

on SmackDown!, The Hurricane flew 

to Raw to seek competition among 
some of WWE's biggest men. To 

that end, he and Kane have 
formed their own masked duo. 





In Mexico, a mask is a symbol 

of pride and wonder, dating back 

to the days before the arrival 

of the Spanish Conquistadors. 
Rey Mysterio is a second- 
generation competitor who's 
chosen to follow the sacred 
tradition of lucha libre. When 
he enters the ring and flies at 
his rivals—employing thrilling 
aerial maneuvers also unique 

to Mexico—his powers seem 
otherworldly. Building his name 

in other organizations, the masked 
man has determined that he is 
ready for fame in WWE and pledges 
to rule the Cruiserweight Division 
for the next several years. 
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During the declining days of the old WCW, Billy 
Kidman was considered a bright spot on the roster, 
a young man so bold that he sought out the 
immortal Hollywood Hulk Hogan as an opponent. 
In WWE, Kidman quickly made a splash, and soon 
many were claiming that he consistently delivered 
the most exciting match on the card. After capturing 
the Cruiserweight title, he vowed to re-invent the 
division, forcing his opponents to come up with the 
ЩЩ ‘ype of resourcefulness that he has shown in every 

A match. 
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Chavo Guerrero, Jr. learned from the best. His grand- 
father was Mexican icon Gory Guerrero, creator 
of the Gory Special, a backbreaker submission. 
His father is Chavo Guerrero, Sr., a star of 
\the 1970s and ‘80s, and his uncle is 
current WWE Superstar Eddie Guerrero. 
But Chavo, Jr. is his own man, a stylish, 
dynamic personality who recently served 
as trainer for MTV's W. Tough Enough 2. 
His current goal is to be a dominant 
force in the WWE's Cruiserweight 
Division. 








Shannon Moore may be new to WWE rings, but his 
connection to several key WWE competitors goes 
way back. He first broke into the business along 

VON Ea, with the Hardy Boyz, Lita and The Hurricane. 
Later, in the old WCW, he formed the noto- 

rious three-man tag team known as 3-Count 

į with "Sugar" Shane Helms (a.k.a. The 

? Hurricane) and Evan Karagias. A welcome 

| addition to the growing Cruiserweight 
Division, Moore possesses an impressive 
arsenal of high-risk maneuvers. 











This swaggering redneck from the back- 
waters of the American South has man- 
aged to live up to his white-trash attitude. 
Within weeks of entering WWE, Noble 
snared the WWE's Cruiserweight Cham- 
pionship from The Hurricane at King of 
the Ring. Of course, Noble had some 
assistance: The Hurricane once had a 
steamy affair with Noble's girlfriend Nidia, 
who helped her new beau by interfering 
in the finish. The oversexed Nidia has 
since become an intricate part of Noble's 
offense, sometimes disorienting his rivals 
by locking lips with them. Recently, the 
trailer-trash duo has formed а partner- 
ship with Tajiri. 


She entered sports-entertainment 
heroically, as the first female cham- 
pion during the inaugural season of 1 
V. Tough Enough, a rigorous reality 
show in which contestants com- 
pete for a WWE contract. But it 
didn't take Nidia long to display 
her true colors. As the gum- 
chewing, trailer-trash girlfriend | 
of Jamie Noble, the lusty 
temptress has a knack for 
inserting herself into his 
confrontations—and 

bending the rules in 

her own—giving new 4 

meaning to the term 

“playing dirty.” : 
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їп ECW, Tommy Dreamer's nickname— "The Innovator 
of Violence"—personified his wild in-ring style. The 
former ECW champ suffered a broken back, broken 
neck, 16 concussions and 13 broken fingers during 
his tenure there. Now, the veteran intends on 
schooling WWE in what “hardcore” really means. He 
was the last Hardcore Champion in WWE. And, 
although the title was disbanded, Dreamer 

still plans on educating a few more 
Superstars about the fine points of unbri- 

dled combat. 


Reight: вг 
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Steven Richards was never a popular kid. As he grew 
up, he seemed to relish his role as an outsider and his 
ability to antagonize even his friends. When reac- 
tionary forces criticized the content of WWE broad- 
casts, he joined them, creating an organization called 
the Right to Censor and recruiting other Superstars. 
As a columnist for VV. Magazine, he upset fans, fellow 
; Superstars and management so much that he was 
7A booted off the staff. Now, Richards’ main venue is 
5% the ring, where he pledges to continue his lifelong 
campaign of irritating and provoking WWE Super- 
| stars and the public. 
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A creature of the dark, Raven has grappled with his 
inner demons as much as with his opponents in the 
ring. As a result, he gravitates toward uninhibited 
free-for-alls, as opposed to traditional, scientific 
wrestling. A creative and violent athlete, 
Ex, Raven has managed to defeat much 
larger foes by re-inventing the rules 
as he goes, rather than adhering 
A, to the conventions of the mat 
game. His most successful 
venue had been the now- 
defunct Hardcore Division. 
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After undergoing some serious mat 
training under the tutelage of former 
Women's Champion Molly Holly, 
Victoria’s out to do a lot more than 
just look good—she’s starting to tear 
up the Women's Division. Her in-ring 
debut against Trish Stratus on Raw in 
August 2002 opened a lot of eyes to 
her potential, and she hasn't dis- 
appointed since. As her recent 
rivalry with Stratus showed, she is 
aiming right for the top of the 
Women’s Division, and with her 
amazing athleticism, Victoria has 
all the tools to be one of the most 
dangerous Divas on the roster. 
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Jazz is probably the meanest woman ever to ié 
compete in a ring, having cultivated her style 7 
in Extreme Championship Wrestling (ECW). 
Upon her arrival in WWE at the 2001 Survivor 


Series, Jazz launched a full-out campaign ..5 . + 
to become the next Women's en à E) 














months, she succeeded in 
defeating Trish Stratus for 
the title. After being side- 
lined by injuries, the 








be the one doing the 
hospitalizing from now 
on. 
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UTI 3 27 120 ita He was a tornado on the Florida State football field, 
MEI "LI and the first African-American to win the old WCW 
f " “i Heavyweight Championship. But his greatest fame 
n wire came as the WWE Superstar known as Faarooq. This 
ИП seasoned brawler can invoke fear in an entire arena 
| ШУ; пн, with а mere glare. With his former partner Bradshaw, 
i shee he won the WWE Tag Team title and formed the APA, 
$ 6 ШЕ г protection agency to aid other Superstars—for а 
| price. Although they've since gone their separate ways 
( due to the roster split—he went to SmackDownl, 
} Bradshaw went to Raw—Ron Simmons remains one 
of WWE's most intimidating enforcers. 
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With his awesome strength and overwhelming size, 
Albert is among the most intimidating Superstars to 
ie. соте along in years. Still a relative newcomer 
to the game, most matwatchers believe 
that success is his for the taking. The 
former college football star thrives 
on competition, and particularly 

enjoys beating on men bigger 
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; Ў than him. His Baldo Bomb 
I is among the most devas- 
І tating finishers in WWE. 
\ 


Height: &2* 


| жоо Weight: гче lbs 


From: Las Vegas. MW 


v"-— 








With a career that's gone from adult film star to Inter- 
continental Champion to puritanical preacher, one may 
argue that The Big Valbowski has confused priorities. 
But after taking time away from the ring to reassess 
his direction, Valbowski returned to WWE 

^ with one promise: to work his 
L4 way to the top. With a chiseled 
T physique and strong mat 
skills, a WWE Championship 

may be another achieve- 

ment to add to his 

impressive résumé. 
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This feisty Diva has been turning heads since first ^ í i 
entering WWE. But Ivory has always been her own 2 К A TOD 
woman, believing that she—as well as the rest of I 
the WWE Divas—should be recognized for her skill 
between the ropes and not just her beauty. A two- 
time Women's Champion, she is among the most 
gifted and experienced Divas in the ring, and hopes 
to add another title reign to her already impressive 
résumé, Outside the ring, this Diva recently com- 
pleted her second season as one of the Superstar | 
trainers on MTV's . Tough Enough. 
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for being a courageous, consistent technical wonder. 
Yet in WWE, Snow gained his greatest fame for his 
unusual and quirky personality, such as coming 
to the ring with a mannequin cranium called 
HEAD. More recently, Snow has stood out 
as a compassionate but brutally honest ! 
coach on MTV's «V. Tough Enough series, и | | 
а reality program in which a group of t M ly 
aspiring Superstars live together, train 
together and mix it up in their quest i) 

' 














for a WWE contract. 








Hill 
OeMatt 


Height: вг | 





g T Weight: 280 Ibs іо с 
р АА 

ШҮ? 
ШЕТЕЛ. 
wi [| 





From: Rustin. IX 










The former Hugh Morrus has been known for his 
maniacal laugh, often emitted after committing a 
shocking act of barbarity. Trained by WWE Hall of 
Famer “The Unpredictable” Johnny Rodz, DeMott 
considers himself one of the most complete. 
wrestlers around. He made his WWE 
debut in June 2001, delivering his 
signature moonsault to Edge. 
Lately, he’s been teaching 
the next generation of 
Superstars on MTV's / 
V. Tough Enough. 
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2 | a Crash was first introduced to WWE audiences by his 
"i | M WAL be double-tough cousin Hardcore Holly. When the scuf- 
1 и ЦА Е fling kin weren't busy punching each other out, they 
h ee y 1 managed to deliver a collection of celebrated beatings 
ҮШ ia М p to numerous foes, most notably the Dudley Boyz, with 
> Ш a ue whom they had a long-standing feud. But Crash 
ШР” S gained his greatest fame as the perennial Hardcore 


ШШ E ` EN Champion—defending the title "24/7," in 

R p parking lots, hotel lobbies and amusement 
parks. Time and again, Crash seems to 
get in over his head, yet finds a way 
to win. 





Living up to his name, Hardcore Holly is hardcore to 
the bone, having held numerous Hardcore Champion- 
ships to prove his reputation. In addition, he’s one 
of the most technically sound competitors ever. His 
dropkick is considered by many to be the best in the 
business. After taking time off to heal from the types 
of injuries that arise from wrestling in such an unin- 
hibited style, the fitness buff has helped to train a 
group of aspiring Superstars on MTV's W. Tough 
Enough 2, and rehabbed himself back into 
championship contention. 
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Two years ago, Maven was a school teacher in Oregon. 
Then, he decided to take a one-in-a-million shot by 
entering the inaugural v. Tough Enough on MTV, When 
the smoke cleared, Maven was signed to a contract. 
So far, he's been bloodied by Undertaker, 
В. appeared іп a WrestleMania and won the 
Hardcore title three times. After recently 
retuming to WWE from the disabled 
list, the newcomer is being closely 
watched by fans, wondering 
whether he can withstand the 

ever-increasing pressure. 
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Sean O'Haire is no stranger to longtime fans 
of the mat wars. A familiar face in the old 
WCW, O'Haire and former partner Chuck 
Palumbo were three-time WCW Tag 
Team titleholders. The pair entered ¢ 
WWE by putting the beatdown on 4 
both the Hardyz and the Dudleyz 4 

at Madison Square Garden. While 
Chuck found greener pastures 

with new tag team partner Billy, 
O'Haire decided to re-dedicate 
himself to individual competi- 

tion, and to that end has 46 
spent time in OVW. Now 4 
back in WWE, O'Haire 
has his sites set on 
reaching the top. 
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The University of Minnesota wrestling team 
has produced several standouts in the highly 
competitive world of sports-entertainment. 
Its most recent contributions have been WWE 
Champion Brock Lesnar and the newest 
addition to the WWE roster, Shelton Benjamin. 
A two-time NCAA Wrestling All-American 

as well as an assistant wrestling coach 

under | Robinson at the University 
of Minnesota, Benjamin has been 
honing his amateur skills in 
Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW), 
getting ready for his pro 
debut inside a WWE ring. 
With his strength, raw talent 
and determination, it looks 
like Benjamin is well on his 
way to wearing WWE gold. 
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He first learned his trade under the 
guidance of Boss Man. Then when the 
Right to Censor (RTC) group was dis- 
rupting matches and inciting political 
turmoil in WWE, Bull Buchanan provided 
the muscle for the controversial clan. 
im But when the RTC disbanded, 
Buchanan went off on his 
own, wrestling in small 
venues to recapture 
his hunger. Now, he's 
back, with a meaner 
attitude and 
more lethal 

arsenal, 


Fans are never quite sure what to 
expect from this WWE Cruiserweight 
Superstar. Possessing a vast array of 
technical moves and mat expertise 
gleaned from wrestling in tourna- 
ments around the world, this under- 
sized performer can, and has, defeated 
some of the top names in the sport of 
kings. In addition to competing in 
the ring, Funaki has also been trying 
his hand at on-air reporting—a com- 
plex task for a man who barely 
speaks English—yet he seems to feel 
he is a natural, referring to himself as 
“No. 1 SmackDown! announcer.” 












Affectionately known to fans as 
“Good ol' J.R.” this straight-talkin’ 
Oklahoman is arguably the best 
play-by-play man in the history of 
sports-entertainment. But, unlike 
other announcers, he is willing 
to put his body at risk to back 

up his words. Because of this, 

he has been beaten bloody WU 
on several occasions, only 

to dust off his cowboy 

hat and return to the (E 

microphone. 
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Jerry Lawler has long understood 
how to entertain a crowd. In his 
hometown of Memphis, Tennessee, 
he was nicknamed “the King” for 
regularly main-eventing sold- 
out shows against virtually every 
superstar of his generation. As an 
announcer, he’s able to make even 
his harshest detractors crumple into 
laughter with rapid-fire one-liners. 
While Lawler has called some of 
the most famous title matches in 
| WWE history, he candidly admits that 
his favorite type of confrontation 
involves scantily clad women. 
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Since joining WWE at the 2000 
Royal Rumble, Tazz has become a 
force in this organization, winning 
several titles, becoming an on-air 
personality, and training aspiring 
Superstars during the inaugural 
season of W Tough Enough. In 
January 2002, the man known as 
the “Human Suplex Machine” 
paired with Spike Dudley to win 
a Tag Team Championship, and 
he can also be seen dishing out 
verbal shots as a commentator on 
SmackDown! 
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The SmackDown! announcing team 
of Tazz and Michael Cole isn’t unfa- 
miliar to longtime fans of television; 
they were previously partnered on 
the MTV program ¥ Sunday Night 
Heat. While they have completely 
different backgrounds—Cole is a 
professional journalist, and Tazz is a 
professional thug—they've brought 
a unique mix and surprising insight 
to their commentating duties. Don't 
be surprised to see this aggressive duo 
take aim at their opposite numbers 
on Raw sometime in the future. 
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